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GLOBAL RHYTHMS  GUEST ARTISTS 

AARON BISHARA  performs on a range of instruments from drumset, to timbales, to doumbek and is an active performer in the regional music 

scene as well as adjunct faculty member at Mount Vernon Nazarene University. He has been involved with Global Rhythms since 2000, and had the 

distinct honor to perform with the group at both the Saraang Music Festival in Chennai and the Yi Summit in Mumbai in the winter of 2007. 

BARRY OLSEN is a native New Yorker and alumnus of the Manhattan School of Music, who began his career in the late 70s playing trombone in 
New York's Latin dance music scene. Over the years has recorded and performed all over the world with most of the major artists in this field, 
including Ray Barretto, Eddie Palmieri, Hector Lavoe, Tito Puente, Celia Cruz, Marc Anthony, and La India. He has also performed on trombone, 
piano, and percussion with Paul Simon, David Byrne, The Paul Winter Consort, Charlie Persip and many others. He first recorded in South Africa on 
the CD "Ancestral Healing" by South African artist Pops Mohammed, and the CD "Jazzin' Universally", with Airto Moreira, Jose Neto, Valerie 
Naranjo, and many outstanding musicians from that country. Since then he has performed with the jazz group Ingoma, led by South African 
saxophonist and composer Zim Ngqawana, having toured with them in Europe and the U.S., as well as in their home country.  Barry is the pianist for 
the Latin-Jazz group Syotos, led by trombonist Chris Washburne, and is featured on their recordings "Nuyorican Nights.," "The Other Side" and 
"Paradise in Trouble". On marimba and percussion he is frequently heard in the orchestra of the Broadway hit "The Lion King." He is completing a 
piano trio CD with Drummer Vince Cherico and bassist Boris Kozlov. 

GANESH KUMAR  is a young Kanjira exponent (South Indian Frame Drum Tambourine) from Chennai - a Southern Metropolitan City in India.  
He learned from versatile genius and percussion maestro Sri T.H. Subash Chandran, in whom Ganesh Kumar found a teacher, friend, philosopher 
and guide to mean him a perfect percussion artist in every respect. Ganesh Kumar received the prestigious "Fulbright Fellowship Award"  in 
performing arts for the year 2000-2001, sponsored by the Department of State, USA and US Educational Foundation of India. During this period he 
was teaching Kanjira at the Queens College to the percussion music students of The Aaron Copland School of Music, New York and performed at 
Julliard School of Music, Queens College, Wagner College, The New School of Music, United Nations International School and other 
public schools. 

JEFF QUEEN  is an original cast member of the Tony and Emmy award winning Broadway Show "BLAST" where he was a solo performer and 

battery instructor from 1999 - 2003. Jeff has performed on stages across the country and in Europe, including Broadway and London. In addition Jeff 

has appeared on numerous Television shows including: The Late Show with David Letterman, The Kennedy Center Honors 2000, NBA All-Star 

Game 2001, BLAST, and The Making of Blast on PBS DVD and Video. Queen is the author of òThe Next Level: Rudimental Snare Drum 

Techniquesó available through Mark Wessels Publications. More of Jeffõs compositions are available through Drop6 media Inc. and TapSpace 

Publications. Jeff is a signature artist for Vic Firth Drumsticks and mallets, and a clinician for Pearl Drums, Evans Drumheads and Zildjian cymbals.  

At the age of 15, Jeff began his drum corps career with the Canton Bluecoats and continued on to March with the Velvet Knights, Santa Clara 

Vanguard, Blue Knights and the University of North Texas. Jeff was the Drum Corps International Individual and Ensemble Snare Drum Champion 

in 1994 and 1995 as well as the Percussive Arts Society Individual Snare Drum Champion in 1994 and 1995. Jeff has taught in the drum corps activity 

for many years, including being the caption head for the Carolina Crown drum and bugle corps from 2003-2004. Jeff is endorsed by Evans 

Drumheads, Pearl Drums, Heavy Hitter Practice Pads, Zildjian cymbals and Vic Firth sticks and mallets. 

The sights and sounds of Africa fill the air when PASCHAL YAO YOUNGE, a multi-talented musician, performs/teaches world percussion music 

and dance forms internationally, focusing on styles from Africa or the African Diaspora. Paschal has shared the stage with many international 

performing artists and groups such as: Ju Percussion, Nexus, Azaguno, Percussion Ensemble Chung Ang, Cie Cameleon, Abbos Group, Satriya 

Budaya, Global Rhythms World Music Ensemble, Micheal Burritt, Glen Velez, Tomoyuki Okada, Halim El-dabh, Akin Euba, Choi Jong Sil, Thomas 

Lang, Tomohiro Yahiro, Dudu Tucci, Liam Teague, Lalo Davila, Shrinivas Krishnan, Tony Royster, and others.  Dr. Paschal Yao Younge, Associate 

Professor of Multicultural Music Education is the Director of Annual International Summer Program in African Interdisciplinary Arts and co-Artistic 

Director of the African Ensemble at Ohio University. Younge served as the Chairman of the World Percussion Committee of Percussive Arts Society 

(PAS) 2004-2007) and also directs, Azaguno, a multi-ethnic ensemble that focuses on research, preservation and performance of African, African 

American, Caribbean and Latin American Music and Dance Styles. Azaguno represented the United States at the Opening Ceremony of the 2002 

World Soccer Cup competition in Seoul, South Korea. Prior to coming to Ohio University, he taught at West Virginia University where he served as 

Director of the World Music Center and African Music Studies and also at University of Ghana, where he was Principal Music Instructor and Director 

of several ensembles including brass bands, choirs and other instrumental groups. Younge offers pertinent experience in teaching and coordinating in 

the areas of intercultural and interdisciplinary performance, advising and supervising of creative work at the university level, directing productions, 

participation in public programming and outreach, and designing and developing sub-Saharan African, African American, Asian, Caribbean, Latin and 

other world fine arts curricula.  He has presented at national festivals and conferences in over 25 States in the US and in 15 countries internationally 

including: Canada, China, Cote d'Ivoire, Cuba, France, Ghana, Italy, Hong Kong, Spain, South Korea, Togo, Kenya and Taiwan. 

PATRICK HERNLYõS resume includes performances at many prestigious venues in the US and abroad, including Lincoln Center, Teatro Colon 

(Buenos Aires), and the Hollywood Bowl. Patrick has been a featured performer with Indian film music director/composer A.R. Rahman on several 

occasions and with the Global Rhythms All Stars world music ensemble, Patrick has shared the stage with stars such as mridangam maestro 

Umayalpuram K. Sivaraman, Jon Santos, Horacio òEl Negroó Hernandez and Glen Velez.  

PR CHANDRASEKARAN is a percussionist who has performed in several theatrical and musical productions on hand percussion instruments 

ranging from the kanjira, naal, dholak and electronic percussion.  

SRI T H SUBASH CHAND RAN  is highly recognized percussionist from Chennai, South India. .Sri T H Subash Chandran has developed 

international repute through his spellbinding performances at the United Nations, the Festivals of India in USA, Russia (formerly USSR), Switzerland, 

Japan and with the various philharmonics such as, NY Philharmonic with conductor Mr Zubin Mehta, Norwegian Philharmonic, USSR Philharmonic, 

Oslo Philharmonic with renowned violinist Dr L Subramaniam. He has toured all over the world including Japan, Canada, USA, South America, UK, 

Germany and other European Countries.  Subash Chandran also performed with all time greats Yehudhi Menuhin, Stephen Grapheli, renowned 

drummers Tony Williams, Max Roach and Indian great artists Smt M S Subbulakshmi, Dr Bala Murali Krishna, Dr L Subramaniam, U Srinivas and 

others.. He has performed in many albums and CDs and is the recipient of many awards and titles including Asthana Vidwan of Kanchi Kamakoti 

Mutt. 
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SUNAINA RAO  has been trained in the field of Kathak, a north Indian Classical dance style, since the age of six. Her mother and guru, Akhila Rao is 

a disciple of Guru Ganesh Hiralal and Smt. Asha Joglekar of Mumbai. Sunaina has presented her dance in India as well as the in United States at 

prestigious shows and venues such as the Lotus World Festival- Indianapolis, IN, Dallas International Festival, Texas State Fair, Natyanjali Dance 

Festival 2003 - Outstanding Young Dancers -San Antonio, TX, Barsana Dham festivals - Austin, TX, and Indian American Friendship Council among 

others.   She has attended workshops conducted by renowned Kathak maestros - Pandit Birju Maharaj, Smt. Kumudini Lakhia, Smt. Anjani 

Ambegaonkar, and Smt. Archana Joglekar to name a few.  

VALERIE DEE NARANJO  (percussionist, vocalist, composer, clinician) known for her pioneering efforts in West African keyboard percussion 
music, is originally from Southern Colorado. She was named òWorld Percussionist of the Year 2008ó by Drum! Magazine.  In 1988 her playing of the 
gyil's traditional repertoire in Ghana's KOBINE FESTIVAL OF TRADITIONAL MUSIC led to the declaration of a chiefly decree in the Dagara 
nation that women be allowed to play the instrument for the first time. She plays percussion for NBC's Saturday Night Live Band, and has recorded 
and performed with Broadway's The Lion King, The Philip Glass Ensemble, David Byrne, The Paul Winter Consort, Tori Amos, Airto Moreira, and 
the international percussion ensemble, MEGADRUMS, which includes Milton Cardona, Zakir Hussein, and Glen Velez.   On six continents she 
endorses Avedis Zildjian (Cymbals) Pearl/Adams (Latin and Concert Percussion) and Vic Firth products as a soloist and clinician.  Valerie has 
apprenticed with some of America's and West Africa's strictest master percussionists, including Leigh Howard Stevens, Gordon Stout, Dave Samuels, 
Godwin Agbelli, and Adama Drame, and continues to spend summers in Ghana to further her gyil study with maestros Kakraba Lobi and Kofi 
Misiso.  Recent film score recordings include "Final Fantasy - The Dream Within" and "Frida". Her work and music have been written about in 
"Modern Drummer", "Drum!", "Rhythm", "Percussive Notes", and "World Percussion Rhythm". She has recorded several CDs of traditional gyil 
music with Kakraba Lobi and Barry Olsen, and the CD Zie Mwea with Mr. Olsen and Bernard Woma. Her solo Native American CD "Orenda" is on 
the Ellipsis Arts Label, and her series of nine written transcriptions and CDs, "West African Music for the Marimba Soloist" and "Lewaa's Dream 
(Ancient and Contemporary Music for West African Marimba)" are published by Mandara Music 

VISHAAL SAPURAM of Austin, Texas, aged 17, is a student of the world-renowned musician, Chitravina N Ravikiran. He is a proficient vocalist, 

chitravina player, and teacher, and he has performed several concerts in India, Malaysia, and the US since age 9. 

 

                                        

                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 



 
 


