This lesson actually needs two 45-minute periods.

     Although this lesson may seem simplistic, I think it is a good introductory inquiry for a unit on plants. The students were engaged in both writing what they knew in the Think It Through section of the Thinksheet and in the gallery walk. Everyone was able to share something they knew about plants (even my student who doesn't believe grass is living) and seemed to feel successful. 

     During the gallery walk, the students were very involved in measuring the plants with the rulers I set out, feeling the different textures of the leaves, and making other observations.

     I plan to continue this plant unit by continuing with the Big Question "Are all plants the same?" We will explore rates of germination, research and observe plant life cycles, and use some AIMS activities that will help to answer the question.

     I am very satisfied with the inquiry so far, especially the level of involvement by the students.
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