Are All Plants the Same?

Lesson Plan


Summary:  Students observe the similarities and differences among different plants.

Note:  This inquiry is part of a larger unit still in progress.

Day 1:  Are All Plants the Same? (45 minutes)

Ready…

· Before the lesson

· Copy a class set of the Thinksheet, Data Sheet, and Family Page.

· Gather several different types of plants for observation.

Get Set…

· Distribute the Thinksheet.

· Introduce the investigation to the students.  “In this activity you will…”

· Investigate different types of plants.

· Hypothesize whether all plants are the same.

· Observe the parts of different plants.

· Compare two different plants.

· Tell students what behaviors you expect of them before, during, and after the lesson.

· Scientific thinking

· Respectful listening

· Speaking in appropriate voices

· Participating

· Explain how today’s lesson is grouped:

· A whole class introduction

· A small group activity

· A whole class discussion

· Students record notes in the “Think It Through” section of their Thinksheet.  Ask students to brainstorm what they know about plants.  Have them record their thoughts and/or draw any illustrations that might help them clarify their ideas.

· Students Think/Pair/Share their notes.

· Think:  Reread responses quietly.

· Pair:  Share responses with a partner.

· Share:  Discuss responses as a class.

Go!!!

· Place plants at different places around the room.

· Ask students to do a gallery walk of the different plants.

· After each student has had a chance to observe each plant, have students return to their seats and pass out the Data Sheet.

· Students should complete the Data Sheet.

· Students should then review their original hypothesis and revise it if necessary.

· Distribute the Family Page.

